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CENTER FIREFIGHTERS LADIES AUXILIARY 


Prior to the establishment of a per- 
manent fire department in 1970 with 

a centralized station, the Bellingham 
Fire Department was all volunteer and 
had 3 separate houses, North, South 

and Center. When the center station 
had a woods or building fire that 

meant the men would be at the site for 
several hours, their wives, family 
members and friends would get together | 
and bring hot/cold drinks and sand- 
wiches to the men. In the early 1950's | 
the Center Firefighters Club suggested | 
that the women form an auxiliary, un- | 
der their auspices, to continue to aid 
them at large fires and perhaps earn | 
monies to buy small items needed at thé¢ 
station. The original group included- 
May Vater, Marion Norman, Virginia 
Eldredge, Lorraine Thayer and Isabelle 
Thayer. 


In order to earn money, the Ladies 


Auxiliary had Food Sales, Car Washes 
dances at the North Community Bldg 
music was provided by live bands 
later by local disc jockeys. Who | 
forget "Jeremiah Was a Bull Frog", | 
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During the town's bi-centennial in 
1969, many ladies groups throughout 
town formed Belle groups and the Ladies 
Auxiliary was no exception. The Fire | 
Hosettes, as they called themselves, 
consisted of Beverly Ridolfi, Barbara | 
Lamoreau, Jeanne Kempton, Joyce Curtis, 
Marion Crimmings, Isabelle Thayer, 
June Bogan, Sheila Vicini and €dith 
Jacobs. They handmade gowns for them- 
selves and their daughters with red 
bodices, full red and white flowered 
skirts and matching bonnets. On several 
occasions they marched in area parades 
with a banner proclaiming: "We support 
our Bellingham Firefighters, just like 
in the good old days." followed by the| 
men in red vests and black pants. The 
South Station also participated with 
their antique fire truck and appro- 
priate attire. 


On one particular occasion, Bellingham 
was invited to participate ina big 
parade and men and women's muster in 
Chelsea to commemorate a huge fire 
there at which Bellingham had offered 
Mutual Aid. The ladies practiced 

hard and even wore red longjohns dur- | 
ing their muster runs. They "Brought 
Home the Gold" for their efforts 

and had a great day with their fami- | 
lies. 
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“The Women of the American» Revolution 


With Compliments of 


LADIES AUXILIARY TO THE 


UNION VETERANS UNION 


BROCKTON, MASS. 


MRS. SMITH 


Mrs. Smith, mother of Abigail Adams, was a woman con- 
spicuous for her good work during the Revolution. 

She was the daughter of Hon. John Quincy of Braintree, 
and possessed that noble cast of character which finds its 
chief pleasure in serving others. 

Mrs. Smith, it is said, took her last illness from a.soldier to 
whom she had ministered. She died in 1775 at the age of 53. 


SARAH BACHE 


Sarah, only daughter of Benjamin Franklin, was born at 
Philadelphia, September 11, 1744. On the 29th day of Octo- 
ber, 1767, she married to Richard Bache and subsequently 
became the mother of a large family. 

A letter to M. de Marbois to Dr. Franklin speaks thus of 
his daughter: 

“Tf there are in Europe any women who need a model of 
attachment to domestic duties and love for their country, 
Mrs. Bache may be pointed out to them as such.” 

High-spirited and benevolent, she lent heart and hand to 
the alleviation of distress in time of war. 


Mrs. Bache died at Franklin Court, October 5, 1808. 


MARTHA WASHINGTON 


Though the life of Mrs. Washington was an eventful one, 
it affords little material for the biographer. 

She was born in May, 1732; was of aristocratic lineage, 
and was reared according to the standards of her day and 
class. She is recorded as having been handsome and gracious, 
with the stately bearing characteristic of women of a cen- 
tury ago. 

When seventeen she married Colonel Custus. At twenty- 
six she was a widow. On January 6th, 1759, she became the 
wife of General Washington. 

Mrs. Washington possessed a mind of great breadth, and 
superiority. Her nature was singularly adaptive. “Lady 
Washington,” as she was called, was quite as much at ease 
with the army at Valley Forge as she was among her own 
associates at home. 

She died at Mount Vernon, May 22, 1802, less than two 
years after the death of Washington. Her remains rest jin 
the vault in the family tomb at Mount Vernon. 


ABIGAIL ADAMS 


Abigail Adams, wife of the second president of the Unite: 
States, was born at Weymouth, Mass., November 11, 1744 
She was brought up according to the Puritan principles anc 
was a woman of great excellence of character. 

Her charm in conversation, her sweet simplicity, grace anc 
tact, combined with the more substantial qualities, such as 
high courage, firmness and great patriotism, made her al 
ornament to the elevated position which she held. 

Mrs. Adams possessed much literary taste and her letters 
many of them treasures, are faithful chronicles of her time 
Long after the retirement of her husband, Mrs. Adams main- 
tained a wide correspondence with various public spirited per- 
sons and unto extreme old age she continued to take a deey 
interest in the affairs of her country. She died the 28th o: 


October. 1818. 


THE ANCIENT & HONORABLE ARTILLERY COMPANY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 


Boston has several military organizations: the First Corps 
of Cadets, first known as the Independent Company of Cadets of 
1741, was commanded by John Hancock in 1774. 

By 1776, after the dismissal of command by Hancock, the 
Organization became known as the Independent Company. 

There were also other military groups - the National 
Lancers, the Tigers, and the Fusiliers. 

The oldest of such Massachusetts military organizations is 
the Ancient & Honorable Artillery Company, dating to March 11, 
1638/39, and first known as the Military Company of 
Massachusetts. 

The Ancient & Honorable’s membership has included governors, 
judges, senators and generals, all deriving their badges of 
authority from the Governor of Massachusetts. 

Faneuil Hall in Boston was chosen as the repository for the 
headquarters and arms collection of the "Ancients", and from here 
marched the famous military group, parading in Boston on 
important occasions in their authentic and colorful uniforms. 

Robert Keayne, a tailor in Boston, was the founder and first 
commander of the Ancients. Born in England, he became a social 
figure in Boston, and prospered in business. At his death he left 
£4,000 - a sizeable sum for those days. 

Keayne’s military company was also known at various times as 
The Military Company of the Massachusetts, and was styled at 
different times as The Artillery Company, The Great Company, and 
the Ancient & Honorable in 1720. 

The Company was actually formed in 1637, and the original 
application for its charter was rejected by the Puritans on the 
basis that a privileged military body "might subvert the 
Government." 

The charter, when granted in 1638, prohibited any other 
military company from parading on the days appointed for the 


Ancients. 
Membership in the Ancient & Honorable Artillery Company was 
- and is - rather restrictive in a socio-economic fashion. 


Consequently, it is considered a mark of distinction to be a 
member of that body. 

Bellingham was represented in the Company in the early 1900s 
in the person of Frank H. Rand. 

Little is known about him, but he owned property on Taunton 
Street and North Main Street in 1910. 


FDD 


Seals of the Commonwealth 


Bay Colony Seal Seal of 1775 Seal used to 1898 Present Seal 
1628-1641 by Paul Revere 


JOSEPH THOMSON'S LONG JOURNEY 
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jealousy existed between the 
French at the St. Lawrence area and in the Mississippi Valley, and the 
million or so English settlers who populated the plantations along the 
Atlantic seabord. 

The "peace" agreed to at Aix-la-Chapelle was only a fragile truce, and 
there was unbounded hostility on the part of the English to give up any 
territory claimed under her flag. The French had erected a fort at what was 
later Fort Lawrence, and the Acadians, who were of French descent, but who 
acknowledged themselves to be subjects of England, revolted and joined the 
French. 

Storm clouds were gathering; from the War of 1744, the French had been 
steadily increasing their military and colonial strength, and by 1752, 
hostilities had already begun in the south. 

In 1754, George Washington, then just twenty-two, commenced his military 
Career, and in that same year, a fierce battle took place at what was later 
Fort Necessity, at Farmington, Pennsylvania. This was the Battle of Great 
Meadows, where Washington's small force was defeated by the French and 
Indians in the first engagement of the Seven Years' War. 

Generals hdWard Braddock was killed in action on July 3, 1755 near Fort 

Necessity through a tactical blunder of his own making. 

Reinforcements for the army at Crown Point, New York, required a 
contingent of 400 soldiers immediately, and Bellingham's Joseph Thomson 
marched in a force of one thousand men on July 3, 1755 at Fort Lyman, 
later named Fort Edward, situated on the "long portage" between Hudson, 
New York, and Lake Champlain, along what is now Route 4. 

In September, 1755, General Johnson, with the main body of the Massa- 
chusetts militia left Fort Edward and marched north, and it is likely 
that Joseph Thomson participated in several skirmishes along the way that 
the English forces won and lost. 

His ‘term of service up, Thomson started his long journey home to 
Bellingham. 

He followed the "Great Road" through Great Barrington, Mass. This 
was the principal route through that area, and was little more than a 
widened and cleared trail through the wilderness. 

It was, at the time, a principal military route, and the only main 
means of transport for men and materiel. 

Joseph Thomson walked, and may have been able at times to catch a 
ride on a military vehicle, on a trip of nearly 210 miles, subsisting on 
his ration of biscuits and water, 

Remarkably, he covered about fifteen miles per day and "got home the 
first day of november ye 1755." 

Thus the chronicle of a member of a deeply patriotic Bellingham 
family. 
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These few pages are for those of you who grew up in Bellingham and have 
since moved far away. 


We thought you would like to be up-dated on the changes and additions 
that have been made......Hope you enjoy them..... 


THE TOWN LIBRARY 
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North School 


Clara B. Macy School 
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James J. Keough School, formerly Bellingham High 
School, on Harpin Street. 
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Bellingham Memorial Junior-Senstor 
High School 
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Council on Aging 


RTEM WHEN 


Most fanilies nad just one car? 

Mailmen used their own cars to deliver mail? 

Most moms didn't work? 

flost marriages lasted a lifetime? 

Wakes were hele at home? 

Foliis dressed up to go to church? 

When most people worked close to home and 
often a lifetime at the same job? 

Life without Tv? 

When the whole family had meals together? 

Life before Burger Kina, MacDonalds, 
Kentucky Fried Chicken and pizzerias? 

When women wore house dresses and aprons? 

Wnen jeans were worn only for work and by men? 

When teaches wore dresses and men suits and 
ties? 

Family run corner stores and drugstores? 

Life without computers? 

Wo self service grocery stores? 

When you could buy everything you needed on 
a town's Main Street? 

When sneakers were summer play shoes? 

When nylon stockings had seams down the back? 

Old time neighborhoal theaters? 

When you knew all your neighbors? 

Country life before major hiqhwavs? 


Lard 
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problem? 

When men hacl to wear tops to their bathing 
suits? 

When women dressed modestly and bilzinis were 
unhearc. of ? 

when a Sunday drive was a pleasure? 

When most folks were courteous? 

Roaci rage was unheard of? 

78 records were the only kinct? 

When most folks were honest? 

When sports weren't violent? 

When country life was quiet? 

When you didn't have to lock vour doors? 

When teachers could reprimand an unruly kid? 

When parents didn't spare the rod and spoil 
the chilct? 

When children were taught to respect their 
elders and other people's property? 

When folks didn't use foul language, especia- 
lly women and children? 

When nurses wore white uniforms and caps? 

Life before air conditioning? 

When most homes had only one bathroom? 

When women wore corsets? 

Cars hac running boards and wheel skirts? 

Life before wash and wear? 

3ecis were either twin or double? 

When sheets didn't have mitered corners? 

When. bovs wore knickers and knee socks? 

The Brownie hox camera? 


i 
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When all snapshots were black and white? 
Lace curtains and curtain stretchers? 
The ole wringer washing machines? 

Ice boxes? 

When a postade stamp was 3¢’ 

When milk had cream on top and came in alass 
bottles? 

When bakers, milk men and fish mongers celiv- 
ered to your house? 

Fr. John's Medicine, Carter's Little Liver 
Pills and Musterole? 

Coal fired trains? 

The noon whistle blew at the mills? 

Organdy dresses, curtains etc? 

Before flourscent lights? 

A 5¢ and 10¢ ice cream cone? 

Lowell Thomas, Amos and Andy and Fr. Coughlin 
on radio? 

Fifteen minute soap operas on radio? 

When formal high school dances meant a gown 
fOLetne Girl, ea cdvess? suit ore the boy anc 
no one arrived in a limousine? 

When vou weren't dressed up without a hat and 
gloves? 

When dolls were baby dolls or paper dolis? 

Wnen older homes still had out houses? 

The olci alarm clocks? 

When telephone operators answered and rang 
vour number? 

Four anc eight partv_ phone lines? 

The local newspaper was worth aetting? 

When one got a finger wave or marcel at the 
beautv parlor? 

Penny loafers and bobby socks? 

When you could tell a nun by her black habit? 

Vhen. every house in a small town had a private 
well? 

When clocks and watches hac to be wound? 

When fuel oil was 16¢ a gallon? 

Life before credit cards? 

Ice cream was packed in dry ice? 

When we hac to memorize the times table in 
school? py ; 

When a piece of bailing wire would fix many 
car problems? 

When everyone carried a patching kit to fix 
a flat tire? 

The old push reel lawn mower? 

Stores weren't cpen on Sundav? 

when doctors mace house calls? 

When folks didn't move every couple of vears? 

When you could take a trip on 2$ worth of gas? 

When a clog could die of old ace without ever 
having seen a veterinarian? 


‘How qreat it was to be voung? What the heck 


happened? 
F.M.M. 


RELIGION AND CAMP MEETINGS 
written by Edward Sawyer 
Written in 1972 
Although it is generally believed that 
the first settlers to our country came 
here to seek religious liberty, quite 
the contrary is correct.What they were 
looking for was "religious license" 
which means the freedom to follow their 
own beliefs and at the same time pre- 
vent those who had other beliefs from 
following them. This is the reason why 
Roger Williams with his Baptists learn- 
ings was expelled from Massachusetts 
and why some Quakers were actually 
hanged for their religion. The first 
church in Bellingham was the Congrega- 
tional which was built in 1728 and was 
located a few feet from the corner of 
North Main and Taunton Streets. The 
Baptists built theirs a short time lat- 
er, in 1737 on High St. A stone marks 
the spot where it stood. The Univer- 
salists built their church in South 
Bellingham in 1750 after which it was 
sold to Wright Curtis in 1834 to be- 
come a tavern. This was later sold to 
Crooks also as a tavern.fater it was 
torn down. The building was located 
near the Beverly Club and is the reason 
why the corner in that area of town is 
known to this day as Crooks Corner. 
These churches were followed later by 
St. Brendan's and the Assumption and 
much later by St. Blaise, all Catholic 
Churches. Mass was said in a large 
tent while the first Assumption Church 
was being built. Many people believe 
that the Town Hall was built and owned 
by a religious group but this is not 
true. The Town Hall was built by the 
town at a cost of $4,000,-$1,000 was 
put up by the town and the rest by ten 
residents who got back their money by 
the rental of pews. The reason for the 
erection of this building was for use 
of all denominations and for town busi- 
ness. It was always deeded to the town 
and was never owned by any church. The 
Camp Meeting started in 1800's and is 
generally believed to have been started 
by Peter Cartright. He was a Methodist 
and the Camp Meeting became so popular 
that the Baptists and Presbytarians 
soon 66pied it. At the first Camp Meet 
ing in this country, over 3,000 people 
fainted from "religious ecstasy" and 


those that didn't would jump, jerk or 


ross 
they 


with excitement. This is why 
were called Holy Rollers or 

Holy Jumpers. Camp Meetings were 
held once a year during the slack 
season on the farm. People would 
come for miles around to attend 
them, usually staying for a week. 
The Baptists cry was "Water-Water" 
and "Follow your Lord down into 

the water." Some people began to 
believe that Heaven was on an is- 
land and you had to swim to it. 

The Methodists proclaimed their 
Superiority in a little rhyme that 
went:"I'll tell you who the Lord 
likes best - it is the shouting 
Methodists." Methodists types of 
Camp Meetings were held in Bell- 
ingham right into the 1920's. 

There was not a very large member- 
ship from Bellingham but they came 
from as far away as a hundred 
miles. They would sing and pray 
far into the night and a large cook 
tent was erected to feed them. 
These Camp Meetings were held ona 
farm located at 151 North Main St. 
The Camp Meetings were a great 
social event throughout the country 
in the Nineteenth Century. Old 
friends met, new friends were made, 
news was exchanged, romances were 
made, and between sermons the poli- 
tical situations in the country were 
discussed. Part of the old-style 
Camp Meetings still exist today with 
great revival meetings sometimes 
held in Boston Garden and other sec- 
tions of the country. 


THE FAMILY CHRISTIAN ALMANAC. 


In the “ Famity Curistian Atmanac” for 1851, was a view of the Capitol 


at Washington as originally built. The above is designed to represent it as it 
will appear when the additions, commenced in 1851, shall have been completed. 
These additions will consist of two wings at the ends of the building, with which 
they will be connected by corridors or piazzas 44 feet long and 50 feet wide. 
The wings will each be 143 feet by 238, exclusive of porticos and steps; and 
the entire length of the building when completed will be 751 feet, and the area it 
covers 153,112 square feet, or over 34 acres. Around the capitol are 22 acres of 


park, highly ornamented with trees, shrubbery, fountains, etc. 
seein cuneoeteigaan ataigmet mdi ass | 
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The Bellingham High School Class 
of 1953 held its 30th anniversary 
reunion during the weekend at the 
Village Haven Restaurant, Slaters- 
ville. 

Frances (Walker) Schooley, class 
president, welcomed 18 class mem- 
bers as well as former Principal 
Edward Collins, Mrs. Collins and 
English teacher Louise Kelly. 

The invocation was given by Drew 
Palmer, publisher of The Call, who 
requested a moment of silence for 
deceased teachers James Keough 
and Frank Flynn, and classmate 
Paul Petrosky. 

Collins reminisced about the 
Washington trip taken by the class 
and presented mini-diplomas to his 
former students. 

Mrs. Shooley informed the gather- 
ing of the location of absent class- 
mates, and said flowers will be sent 
to William Conlon, class adviser for 
six years, who was unable to attend 
the reunion. 

Mrs. Schooley offered a toast in 
anticipation of the 50th reunion, and 
a class picture was taken and will 
be distributed to members. 

The room was decorated with 
flowers and streamers in the class 
colors of gold and white, and var- 
jous photographs of the past and 


, thursday, June 2, 1983 


Bellingham Class of 1953 
Holds 30th Year Reunion 


present were displayed. 

Following dinner, an anniversary 
cake was cut and distributed. 

Because this was the first reunion 
in 20 years, classmates renewed old 
acquaintences. The evening con- 
cluded with a reception at the Palm- 
er home. 


The Call 


Lifestyle 


Attending were Mrs. Schooley, 
Palmer, Estelle (Walker) Arcand, 
Felice (DiPietro) Manni, Marcelle 
(Fleuette) Enright, Gerard Gagnon, 
Roy Gavasso, Lillian (Gladu) Le- 
doux, Albert Marcet, Ralph Maus, 
Clark Meotti, Robert Nutting, Brad- 
ley Rowe, Donald Short, Margaret 
(Short) Palmer, Claire (Trottier) 
Martin, Patricia (Turner) Dolloff 
and Kenneth Young. 
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STUFF AND NONSENSE 


ome history fun for you..Next time you are washing your hands, and 
because the water temperature isn't just how you like st, think 
w things used to be....Here are some facts about the 1500s..... 


Most people got married in June, because they took their yearly 
bath in May and still smelled pretty good by June. However, as 
time passed they were starting to smell, so brides carried a 
bouguet of flowers to hide the body OaolL. 


Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water. The man of the 
house had the privilege of the nice clean water; followed by his 
sons, and other men living under the same roof. Then came the 
women and finally the children. Last of all were the babies. (By 
then the water was so dirty you could lose someone in it, hence 
the saying,"Don't throw the baby out with the bath water." 


Houses had thatched roofs--thick straw, piled high--with no wood 
underneath. It was the only place for animals to get warm, so all 
the dogs and cats and other small animals(mice and bugs) lived in 
the roof. When it rained it became slippery and sometimes the ani- 


mals would slip and fall off the roof, thus came the saying,"It's 


raining cats and dogs. There was nothing to stop things from 


Laure td a4 


Noel A. Gurley Jr. 
Pauline (Pleau) Charxlelaine 


falling»into the yhouse either. This posed a real problem in the 
bedroom where bugs and other droppings could really mess up your 
nice clean bed. Hence, a bed with big posts and a sheet hung over 
the top afforded some protection. That's how canopy beds came into 
existence. 


The floor was dirt. Only the wealthy had something other than dirt 
hence the saying "dirt poor". The wealthy had slate floors that 
would get slippery in the winter when wet, so they spread thresh 
(straw) on the floor to help keep their footing. As the winter 
wore on, they had to keep adding more thresh-until when you opened 
the door it would all start slipping outside. A piece of wood was 
placed in the entranceway creating a "thresh holas 


——[$$_ 


A A OE SA a Oe 


an nt ne eT Hi 


ee ome Weer a 


DEATHS 
Jandrue) Cassidy 


Randy Geib A PRAYER FOR THOSE 
Jules H. Lavergne GROWING OLD 
Margaret E. (Conley) Baldiqa Lord, thou knowest that I am growing 
Ravmond J. Casavant 3 older ; 

a? : ; eep me from becoming talkative 
Bonnie A. ( Abreu) Stochej And possessed with the idea 
Joseph L. Stanley That I must express myself 
William E. Cataldo Jr. On every subject. 

, Release me from the craving © 
Lamoine A. (Peg) Ober To straighten out everyone’s affairs, 
Ruby B. (Graves) Chancler Keep me from the recital of endless 
Cons > i detail. 

tance (Connie) A. Rhodes Give me wings to get to the point. 
Teslawa I. Deneault Seal my lips when I am inclined to te 

: : of my aches and pains, 
Violas. Belisle TheynbsihGeasing eiliibe parte. 
Eugene R. Pinsonneault And my love to speak of them 


Grows sweeter as time goes by. 
-17- 


April 10, 2002 
Dear Mr. Taft, 


We would like to thank you for speaking with us about some of 
Bellingham’s history on March 27, 2002. We especially enjoyed 
learning about the different kinds of canes people used to use. 
The group also liked hearing and seeing what Silver Lake was 
like back then. The museum has a lot of interesting pieces in it 
that we really had fun looking at. You helped us earn our 
“Wave the Flag” Try-It badge. 


| 
Please find enclosed some pictures from that day. Ke) Sah 


eit 


Thank you again! Bal, dhe I 


Sincerely, Oya 
Brownie Troop 368 \Wos Ob 
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MAILBOX 
NEWS 


To the Editor, 

I would like to start receiving 
the Crimpville Comments. Some members 
of my family already get it, so I ob- 
tained your address from them. I en- 
joy reading it very much. I lived in 
Bellingham(North) from 1945 to June 
1970. Will send donation as soon as I 
know that the paper will be sent. 

Richard & Betty Hendrickson 


Crinpville Comments 
Bellingham 


Particularly enjoyed the latest 
issue of the Comments. 

The part of Johnson Bus Lines 
hit home. 

My Dad was traffic manager of 
the bus line in the '30s and Uncle 
Bob Hunter was in charge of mainten- 
ance. I knew the drivers mentioned 
plus others. Rode the bus to North 


school, the new High School. Of 
course, to other places and we went 
free. 


Enclosed a small contribution 
toward future editions. 
Sincerely, 


To The Editor of the Crimpville comm. 

Received a copy of the winter 
issue #155 from my brother Alcide, 
(President of class 1951) whose class 
picture appeared in this issue on 
page 8. 

It brought back fond memories, 
especially the picture of my 8th 
grade graduation on pg.12, as well as 
all the other wonderful articles. I 
graduated from BHS with the class of 
1945, 

My parents resided in South Bell- 
ingham and Bellingham Center for 48 
years. I resided there til 1948 when 
I married my highschool sweet heart, 


Marie Wilson(class of 1947 ) deceased 


Shirley Hunter Scales 


in 1993) We then moved to Ct. and 
lived there tiliI retired in 1983, 
and then moved to Fl. 

I wish to commend you and your 
staff for providing us "Old Timers" 
with all these wonderful memories. 

I was also informed that your pub- 
lisher is Danny Weston. He was a 
classmate of mine as well as a very 
good friend and neighbor. Please pass 
on my regar ds. 

I enclosed a donation to keep this 
wonderful publication going and look 
forward to receiving all future 
issues. Bill Bruneau 


Bellingham Historical Commission: 


It's been awhile since I've seen 
y'all, but I've been in MA. from Dec 
31 - Mar 7. My brother, Ronald Wil- 
son, who lives in Franklin had a 
couple of strokes and when he got well 
enough, I brought him back with me, 
to Texas. I was showing him some of 
my Crimpville Comments and I came 
across issue #152 with the old house 
of Mae and Walter Cooke. I don't re- 
member the year, but the Nason house 
which was across the street from the 
"now' Post Office and where we lived, 
had a fire upstairs and we lived in 
the home of Mae and Walter Cooke, 
while repairs were made. We spent 
Thanksgiving and Christmas there with 
them. It might have been 1946 or 1947. 

While, t'm at iG, eid likevoew 
know when the Comments started and 
how many issueshave been published.., 


(Crimpville Commments started in 1973 


by Eddie Sawyer and this issue is 
owe 15%) 

I didn't know there was so much 
history in Bellingham. It's great to 
hear all about the 'old times'-they 
were good and pure. 

Thank you all for being there 
forsthose of us that. left, but didaen. 
forget our town and people. 

Thanks again. Russell .Wilson 


Hi-- 

With all the copies you mail and 
cost of postage, it doesn't seem you 
get many contributions. I am enclos- 
ing a small check in memory of my 
mother,ETHEL SPENCER, on Mother's 
Day. Both Al and I look forward to 
our copies. Dorothy Spencer 


ey 


Dear Mr. Taft, 


Enclosed is a donation for Crimp- 
ville Comments. We both look forward 
to getting the edition whenever they 
come out. We have been gone from 
Bellingham a number of years, but do 
remember growing up there. Have en- 
joyed the articles that deal with the 
history of Bellingham and the area. 

Sincerely, 
Rene & Marge 
Laferriere 


Dear Mr. Taft, 

I've received my first issue 
of the Crimpville Comments and en- 
joyed it very much. It brought back 
some fond memories, because I lived 
there from 1945 til 1970. Keep up 
your good work and keep those issues 
coming. Enclosed is our donation. 

Sincerely, 
Richard & Betty Hendrick- 
son 


DONATIONS 


Roy & Audrey Reid 
William Bruneau 
Shirley Scales 

Marcia & Diana Crooks 
Russell Wilson 
Maurice Morin 

Lucille Nadolny 


Dorothy Spencer in memory Ethel Spencer {6 cheer 


Jennie Kozak 


Louise & Theodore Aloupis 
Doreen & Robert Laferriere 
June H. Merrick 

Rene & Marguerite Laferriere 
Richard & Betty Hendrickson 


Being a lover of old time poetry that 
rhymes, I've truly enjoyed the poems that 
are in the publication, ‘The Spirit of Bell- 
ingham. I've cut the poems out and saved 
them. These two I've borrowed from the 
publication. 


SUMMER DAYS 
by 
Garnett Ann Schultz 

How beautiful are Summer days 
On city streets or country WaVS, 
With golden sun and skies of blue 
A bit of magic shining through, 
SO glorious - so wondrous fair 
With miracles just everywhere. 
Bach Summer day is so alive, 
With bees now buzzing in their hive, 
The butterflies and birds on wing 
And nature's lovely happening, 
Perhaps a shower cool and sweet 
As afternoon and evening meet. 
Dearest season of them all- 
Just after Sprina - before the Fall 
So much of beauty does she lend, 
A wonderful and treasured friend, 
Enchantment - freedon - sun's soft rays 
Ever blessing Summer days. 

WHEN SUMMER'S IN THE MEADOW 

by 

Clay Harrison 


jmmen Summer's in the meadow 

And the sky is crystal clear, 

it's a time for dreaming davdreams 
Before rain cloucs appear. 


time for smelling roses 
On the Fourth Day of July 
Before the Roman candles 
Liqht up the evening sly. 


It's a 


It's a time for having picnics 
Where hollyhocks grow wild, 
And fireflies still beckon 

Te every mother's child. 


It's time to capture rainbows 
And hold them in vour heart 

you on those Winter cays 
Whenever snowflakes start. 
It's a season for believing 
In the majesty of God, 

For there in the Summer meadow 
Are His footprings in the sod. 


FMM; 
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